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PREFACE 


The Souvenir is published on the occasion of the seminar on ‘“‘Society and Culture 
in Medieval Orissa”. All the papers of the Souvenir represent the different aspects of the ° 
South Orissan History. An emphasis has been given in recent time on the study of regional 
history, to make the contents more analytic and informative in character. The new trend 
of studying the Social, Cultural and Economic History of our country has opened new 
avenues of examining fresh source materials. The historical process and methodology are 
aiming at a greater synthesis of the contents in the light of new discoveries. Interpretation 


of original sources with better objective standards marks a positive development in 
Modern Historiography. 


I am grateful to the scholars who have contributed papers to the Souvenir. It is 
hoped that the efforts made at this end will be appreciated by the people in general. 


Khallikote College, B. M. Das, 
Berhampur (Gm) , Director, 
May 17th, 1979. Seminar on “Society & Culture in Medieval Orissa”, 
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Jaugada 


x Shri A. K. Rath, 


Jaugada is situated near Purushottampur on the northern bank of the river Rishikulya 
at a distance of about twenty eight Kms. from Berhampur. Jaugada is a historical place of 
capital importance being as old as the days of Asoka the great ( C 273-236 B.C.). We find 
here an inscription of Asoka. This inscription, like the one at Dhauli, is a version of the 
Major Rock Edicts of Asoka found at Kalsi, Mansehera, Shabazgarhi, Girnar and other 
places. But in both the Jaugada and Dhauli inscriptions, in place of Edicts No. XI, XII and 
XIII of the regular series, two separate edicts, known as Separate Kalinga Edicts, have been 
inserted which are evidently meant for maintaining control over, and as far as possible, to 
conciliate Asoka’s newly conquered people of Kalinga. 


The Separate Edict added to the Jaugada inscription was issued by Asoka enunciating 
the guide lines on which both the settled inhabitants of South Kalinga and its border tribes 
were to be treated. It was addressed to the high officers (Mahamatras) of Samapa in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Jaugada. Samapa, probably a city, was the official headquarters 
of the second administrative division, i.e., the southern part of Kalinga under Asoka. Samapa 
has been identified with modern Samma, situated in between Jaugada and Athagada. 


In the Jaugada Edict Asoka enunciates his famous statement—“All men are my 
children”. Asoka wishes happiness and welfare to all men, as he would to his own children. 
Explicitly Asoka states that-none of his subjects should be subjected to unjust imprisionment 
and torture. The officers must remedy their short comings or incur wrath of heaven and of 
king himself. Asoka was evidently determined that his officials should implement his policy 
of mild, benevolent and just administration. The Edict concludes with the statement that it 
‘had been specially engraved in order to ensure that the officials should carry out its instruct- 
‘ion. Thus the Jaugada Edict indicates Asoka’s intense solcitude for the welfare of the people 
‘of Kalinga. 


One who visits Jaugada is profoundly impressed by Asoka's inculcation of the 
doctrine that conquest through love is mightier than conquest through sword. 


The language of the Jaugada inscription is Prakrit and the script Brahmi. The inscri- 
ption is engraved on three different tablets on the vertical face of a rock, which was a part 
of the Khapingala hill, in a large old fort. The traces of the fort are hardly to be seen at 
present. Beglar, the famous archaeologist, who had visited the area in and around Jaugada 
between 1874 and 1880, has stated that the original name of the place was ‘Jagata’ from 
which it was known as ‘Jaugada’ or the ‘Lac Fort’. 


« Shri A. K, Rath, M.A. Lecturer in History, Govt, Evening College, Berhampur, Ganjam. 
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There is an interesting legend about Jaugada or the ‘Lac Fort’. The legend says that 
“the fort was built by Rajakesari, who built the walls with lac instead of bricks in order that 
an enemy’s cannon balls might bury themselves harmlessly inside. Close by on the Rawalpilli 
hill lived another Raja who quarrelled with Kesari and besieged him for a long time in vain. 
At last a milk woman, whose milk had been forcibly taken by one of the besieger’s soldiers, 
being unable to obtain redress, angrily excalimed—‘ You fools—you have strength to plunder 
poor people, but have not the sense to see that the ‘Lac Fort’ could be taken with the greatest 
ease’. On being questioned she told the besiegers that the walls were composed of ‘Lac’, and 
that they had only to apply fire to them and to increase the flames with bellows, and walls 
would come down at once. This was done accordingly and the ‘Lac Fort’ ( Jaugada ) was 


taken”. 


A some what different version of the legend is given by Harris in his letter dated the 
26th August 1872, printed in proceedings of the Madras Government. According to him— ‘The 
name of the ‘Lac Fort’ gave rise to a local tradition that the lofty walls ‘and place were 
formed by materials impregnable, until the sceret was betrayed by a milk maid, and allowed 
the besiegers, by the application of water-taking a vantage of the floods and freshes down the 
Rishikulya—to effect an entrance”. Harris has further stated that when the fort was lost, 
Rajakesari cursed the milk woman, for it was her babbling that led to the loss of the fort. 
Consequently the imprudent milk woman was at once turned into a stone. When Beglar, the 
noted archaeologist, had visited the place the statue was standing on the gate way on the 
south face of the fort. Beglar has said that the transformed woman was nothing more or less 
than a ‘Sati Pillar’, not even sculptured into the form of a woman. But at present we donot 
find the pillar. 


A large number of copper coins were discovered at the foot of the ‘Sati Pillar’ in 
1858 by a European Official of Chatrapur. Beglar is of the opinion that the fort was clearly 
of a later date than the inscription and was probably of the same age as the coins which were 
found in the milk woman's mound. These coins have been identified with the Kushana coins 
and have been assigned the Ist century A. D. The discovery of similar coins, called the Puri- 
Kushana coins, at a number of places of Puri, Cuttack, Balasore, Mayurbhanja and Keonjhar 
districts has led some historians to believe that the Kushanas had extended their sway over 
Orissa. The Kushana coins found at Jaugada would suggest that Ganjam too was under the 
Kushana rule in the Ist century A. D. 


| Archaeological excavations should be done at Jaugada so that many facts on the 
history and culture of South Orissa, hitherto unknown, could be revealed. 
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The Antiquities of Ghumsur 


x Shri D, Behera, 


The Ghumsur estate had not only a long political history from 832 A. D. till 1835 
A. D., it had also a vast heritage of arts, architecture and sculpture quite matching with 
its political importance. The entiquarian remains have been found at several parts of the 
estate which amply prove its past cultural greatness and glory. Robert Sewell in his 
‘Archaeological Survey of Southern India’ has listed the antiquarian remains in Ghumsur 
after undertaking an archaeological survey of the estate. Some of the important archaeo- 
logical sites have been referred here to high light some of the antiquities of Ghumsur, 
in a non-technical manner. 


At Budikholu or Budbakhola, three miles east of Buguda, there were five ancient Siva 
temples, two of which are now completely ruined, but their sites exist there which speak 
volumes about them. These temples are said to have been built by the Gajapati King 
Mukundadeva. He is also said to have built a stone temple in the neighbouring village 
of Koyima. 


In 1832A.D, an image representing ‘Virinchi Narayana Swami’ the Sun-God, was disco- 
vered on hill called Malati at Buguda, 35miles north of Berhampur. A finely carved mandapam 
has been erected over the image in the shape of a ‘Chariot of the sun with seven horses’. 


At Burgam (Bargoan) 6 miles east-south-east of Bhanjanagar, there are five highly 
sculptured stone temples, but they are in ruins now. There is an undeciphered inscription 
on a piece of stone at the gate of the largest temple, which requires careful examination. 


At Ghumsur, modern Barapalli village, about 6 miles south-east of Bhanjanagar, 
there was the royal fort being surrounded by a mud wall 5 or 6 feet high and a bamboo 
hedge and a broad, deep and wet ditch; and on its west face was a gate-way defended by 
three redoubts.’ This fort is said to have been built by Banamali Bhanja at about 832 A.D. 
This place served as the capital of the Bhanja Rajas for over three and half centuries. 


At Kullada, 4 miles north of Bhanjanagar, there is the remains of a six hundred 
years old fort on a hill. There is a temple dedicated to Goddess Byaghradevi on the same 
hill. Several sculptured stones have been excavated from the fort and temple sites on 
the hills which are now overgrown with jungle. There is a large Jagannath temple below 
the hills, with some valuable sculptural works. 


At Gopinathpur, one mile south of Kullada there is an ancient unsculptured 
temple. 


« Shri D. Behera, Reader in History, K.S.U.B. College, Bhanjanagar, Ganjam. 
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There is a small stone temple at Leppa, a village, 2 miles (Neppa) south of Jagannath 
Prasad, and 13 miles east-north-east of Bhanjanagar. 


At Kesarpalli, near Payalapada, some 6 miles south-east of Bhanjanagar, a site of an 
old fort has been found where gold coins and fragments of golden images’ have been 
observed. On the nearby hill there is a ‘lamp carved in stone which holds about 250 seers 
of oil’. The oil-pan is ‘tutned upside down and set on the stone pillar or pedestal of the 
lamp.’ An old temple was excavated from the foot of the hill along with the image of Surya 
Narayanamurti, the Sun-God. The image was later on carried to Buguda where it was 
consecrated in a new temple specially built in its honour in the shape of the Sun-Car. 
It is believed that a Kesari King of Orissa lived for some time on the hill at Kesaripalli and 
carved out stones and large bricks in and around the hills with Budhist or Jaina imprints 
which require careful study and examination. 


There is a small stone temple in Ravuti a village, 2 miles east of Jagannath Prasad, 
and 13 miles east-north-east of Bhanjanagar. This temple is undoubtedly one of the earliest 


temples of Orissa. 


There are numerous Muhammadan archaeological remains at Russellkonda 
{Bhanjanagar) and in some other parts of Ghumsur which are evidently of no high 
antiquity. The mosques at Bhanjanagar and elsewhere in the estate sufficiently prove the 
‘fact that Ghumsur had remained under Muslim authority for some time and resultantly 
the Muslims have constituted a part of the local population and their Islamic values have 
influenced the composite culture of the region. 


Several other places in the estate do contain temples and many other monuments 
which have not come in the archaeological lime light as yet, and no studies have been made 
on them. Only when an extensive and intensive study of the archaeological and the 
monumental remains of Ghumsur is made, a systematic, chronological and comprehensive 
history of the antiquities of Ghumsur can be built up, and with this expectation, this 
briefest treatment of the subject comes to an end. 
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A brief note on the Antiquities of Padmapur 


* Shri U. C. Tulo 


Location: Padmapur, a place in Koraput district and Gunupur sub-division is having 
much importance from the Archaeological point of view. This can be approached from the 
132 K. V. Line which is known as Padmapur junction. It is 20 kilometers towards the 
northern side of Gunupur. This place is surrounded by fertile agricultural lands and 
beautiful hillocks. This natural landscape is just five kilometers from the river 
Bansadhara. 

Temples : There are four Siva temples, Nilakantheswar, Malikeswar, Dhabaleswar and 
Pudukeswar and one Jagannath temple in Padmapur. So far as the location of the 
temples are concerned, Malikeswar and Dhabaleswar are nearby temples upon a huge 
rock mountain. Pudukeswar is at a distance of 500 yards and upon the Jagamunda hills, 
the temple of Nilakantheswar is situated. 


Nilakantheswar : Among these four Siva temples, Nilakantheswar is the most ancient one. 
This temple which is constructed out of big stone slabs dates back to the 7th century A. D. 
The very existence of this temple upon a stupa like huge stone mountain speaks of a 
Buddhist monument. Originally‘ it was not a Siva temple as the Siva linga is not as 
old as the temple. In such a case this Buddhist temple after the downfall of Buddhism 
became the easy prey of Saivism. There is an inscription on the temple wall which 
speaks “SRI CHANDRALEKHA BHADDAKHAM DHARMAKIRTT”’. It is likely to 
believe that with the decline of Buddhism and the growth of Saivism, the Buddhist temple 
was converted into a Saivite one. 


This place has witnessed the spread of Buddism which the inscription on the 
temple wall shows—Dr. S. N. Rajguru opines. Besides the Siva Linga the image which is 
identified either with Avalokiteswar or Manjushree of the Buddhist icon is about 5” to 6” 
in height and breadth is about 3”. On the chest of this image some necklaces are hanging 
which are similar to the style of the 6th and 7th century A.D. The rings on the ears are 
having similarity with the style of the pre-medieval ages. It is made out of coarse sand stone. 
There is another miniature figure which is about 3” height and 2” breadth looks like 
besitting Ganesh. It is made out of sand stone but more polished than the first one. The face 
and trunk of the figure are broken but the elephant ears of both sides are visible. A little 
mouse is there at the right foot of the figure. 


At a distance of 10 yards from the Nilakantheswar temple there is another 
temple where there is no idol but a space chamber which is supposed to be the resting 


« Shri Uday Chandra Tulo. Lect. in History, Gunupur College, Gunupur, Koraput. 
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place of the monks and Sanyasis. There is a perennial water source whish is supposed to 
be connected with some establishment. 

The Buddhist monk, Dharmakirti (Dhammakitti) preferred to have his field of 
activity in this secluded place. 
Malikeswar © ‘This is not as ancient as the Nilakantheswar temple is. The art and sculpture 
on the temple wall exhibits a close resemblance with the style of Bhubaneswar group 
of temples. 

The Government of Orissa has recently taken proper care to preserve the temple and 
renovated it. The other two temples Pudukeswar and Dhavaleswar are not ancient ones. 
The Jagannath temple as it seems is not very old. 
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A Note On Berhampur 
* Dr, Raghunath Mabhapatra 


Brief History : 


Berhampur is an old town of the Ganjam District. The name ‘Berhampur’ is the anglici- 
sed form of ‘BRAHMAPURA, i. e. ‘the abode of God’. This region gradually rose to impo- 
rtance as a part of the Kalinga and Sailodbhava Kingdoms. Later on the growth of the Ganga 
and Gajapati administration added to the development of the region. During the 16th century, 
itwas under Golkunda administration, and Damodar Choudhury, an Oriya brahmin rema- 
ined in charge of the region. During this period many Maths and Temples were constructed in 
the town. From the very beginning, Mahuri Rajfamily gave leadershipto this area. During the 
18th century, when ‘Ganjam town’ was affected by some natural calamity, the people of that 
region shifted to Berhampur. At that time, Old Berhampur and its nearby sahis were centres 
of main inhabitation. During the first part of 19th century, the Vijaynagar Zamindar was 
incharge of the administration on behalf of British authorities. At that time, it attracted an 
influx of settlers from Madras Presidency, as there were better chances of employment here. 
The bi-lingualism is prevailing here since that time. In 1867, (i. e., 112 years ago) Berhampur 
was declared as a Municipal area. Upto 1936, it was in the Madras Presidency. 


The nucleus of the present town is ‘Puruna-Brabmapur’, with subsequent develop- 
ment in Bhapur area showing a dominant urban character. Potentially Berhampur is an 
attractive city, having some big tanks, gardens, wide rods, nice Maths and Temples at 
places. 


Geography : 


Berhampur is situated at 19° 20’ North latitude, and 84° 50' East longitude. The 
main elevation is 78’ from sea level. The city is extensively surrounded by open cultivable 
area and hillocks. General sloping is towards the east and south, extending to the Bay of 
Bengal, 11-12 kms. from the town. At West and North is Kerandimal-hills, having an altitude 
of 2500’. There is no river flowing near this town. Rushikulya is about 35 kms. from the 
town. But plenty of tanks, numbering about 20, are located in the town. Out of them Bijipur 
and Ramalingam tanks are quite big in size. 


The climate of Berhampur is healthy. Nearness to the sea, has a sober impact on the 
temperature. Winters is very pleasant, but in summers (April to May), the day time heat is 


« Dr. Raghunath Mahapatra, M. A., Ph. D., Diploma in Painting, Department of Hindi 
Khallikote College, Berhampur, (Ganjam), 
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unbearable and night is uneasy—mainly due to humidity percentage in the air. Average 
rainfall is 2150 mm. per annum. Out of this 88% of rain is only during monsoon- 


The supply of water in the town is very inadequate. Since 1905 A. D. Dakhinapur 
storage is supplying water through pipelines. Its capacity is 1,44,000 gallons. An improved 
drainage system is yet to be established in the town. 


The surrounding agricultural land of Berhampur, has an impact on the economic 
life of the area. The main products are Rice, Mandia, Biri, Muga and vegetables etc. 
No such minerals are found in this area except stones from the queries of nearby 
hills. 


Transportation & Communication : 


Berhampur achieves importance as the nerve-centre of activities in the outlying 
areas of the whole of South and South-west Orissa (Koraput, Ganjam and Phulbani 
districts). The following are the main transportation facilities : 

1. Rail : The city is on the Howrah-Madras railway link, 660 kms. from Howrah and 
1062 kms. from Madras. As the whole town is situated on north-west of the line, there 
is no necessity of a level-crossing in the town. 


2. Road : Berhampur is the junction on Calcutta-Madras National-Highway. Besides, the 
roads are diverged from this place to Phulbani, Parlakhemundi, Raygada, Koraput, 
Jaypore, Aska, Bhanjanagar and Gopalpur. National-By-Pass is now under construction, 
which will minimise unnecessary rush of lorries passing through the city at present. 


The Orissa Road Transport (O.R.T.)’s Central workshop and Headquarters 
are at Berhampur. 


The town has a very unregulated trafic due to haphazard and unsystematic growth 
of settlement. Inner Street Roads are too congested and sometimes not even moterable. 
Rickshaw and cycle form 86% of the total transportation in the town. 


3. Air-base and Port : Rangailunda, at a distance of 8-9 kms. serves at times as an air-base. 
Recently the campus of Berhampur University has been located here. Gopalpur, situated 
at a distance of 11-12 kms., had been a port on sea, upto 1940. It may again develop 
after the proposed military contonment is established. 


Industries : 


Berhampur is developing in minor industries from the year 1961. No 
such heavy industry is found here. There are more than 350 small industrial 
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Berhampur was and is very famous for ‘Paat-handloom’ and expert hands 


have contributed to its designs. Due to the absence of patronage, this indigenous handloom 


industry is not able to grow properly. 
Population & Settlement : 


The present population of Berhampur is about 1,22,000. According to 1971 census it 
was 1,17,662, out of which male population was 60,932 and the female 56,730. The male- 
female ratio is 1000 : 903. The rise of population since 1901 can be seen in the following 


chart :— 

Year of census Population 
1901 25,729 
1911 31,456 
1921 32,731 
1931 37,750 


Year of census 


1941 
1951 
1961 
1971 


Population 


43,536 
62,343 
76,931 
1,17,662 


Oe 1 


Other particulars of the place can also ke known from the following table :— 


As per 1971 Census 


6. Industries : 
Household 
Others 

7. Trade & 
Commerce 

8. Transport, 
Storage & 
Communication 

9. Other services 

10. Livestock, 
forestry, fishing 
etc. | 

11. Non-workers 


1. Religion : 

Hindu 58948 54629 

Muslim 1334 1199 

Christians 519 843 

Buddhist 16 15 

Sikhs 34 35 

Jains 9 9 
2.5.C 6514 6621 

S. T. 193 88 
3. Literate & !) 

Educated 38176 21826 
4. Workers 28147 4349 
5. Cultivator 1238 67 
* They can be classified as follows : 

Iron & Steel processing - 58 

Printing Presses 45 

Leather & Footwear ତ 20 


Wood & Carpentary 
Camphor 
Auto Servicing 


1737 513 
2897 189 
7921 528 
2895 136 
9595 2445 
472 43 
32785 52381 

20 

- 18 

= 20 


Besides these, Tyre-retreading & vulcanisation, Teztile-handloom, Mechanical 
servicing, Foundary, Watch-cycle & Radio repair, General-engineering, Plastic & nylon 


industries are also there. 
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Languages : 


Oriya is the language spoken by the majority of the people. Telugu was the second 
important language of the region. Most of the people know both the languages. A few 
persons also know Hindi, Urdu, Tamil and other Indian languages. 


Trade & Commerce : 


There are six areas of commercial importance viz. (1) Bada Bazar, (2) Aska Road, 
(3) Barracks, (4) Kamapalli, (5) Bhapur, and (6) Bijipur. Bada bazar and Aska Road are 
wholesale trading centres too. There are approximately 250 grocery, 130 cloth, 15 Gold, 
70 Stationary, 20 medicine, 40 Hotel and a few foreign liquor shops in Berhampur. All 
these are registered. Besides these, many unregistered shops are also there. Eight daily 
markets are there for vegetables, spices, fish and meat. In addition to the above, a good 
number of consumer's goods like Sugar, Bamboo, fuel, oil, wood are transported to different 
places through the town. i 


Social Life : 


Due to the poverty of the people, social problems are many. Persistance of the rural 
ways of life, in an urban setting is one of the biggest problems of Berhampur. 


Only a minor portion of residents are recent migrants. Many Commercial and 
Service centres are gradually developing in the region. Educational institutions are also 
coming up in recent times like that of Medical College, Berhampur University, Central 
School, Law College, B.Ed. College, Homoeopathic College, Ayurvedic College; in addition 
to already existed Khallikote College, Govt. Women’s College, Ramadhin Sanskrit College 
and other established * Schools. 


There are 3 Parks, 8 Play grounds, 4 Cinema balls, and 4 Clubs in the city. 
A stadium is proposed to be constructed at Nilakantheswar Temple. 


The people have a general fondness for gold and golden ornaments. The women in 
particular have farcinahm for flowers and clothings of deep colours. 


Cultural Life : 


The area is very rich with traditions and fastivals. Most of the localities have one or 
more temples. The famous temples can be divided in two broad categories : 1. Those related 
to Orissan culture and 2. Those related to Southern culture. 


« Schools : Boys 11, Girls 5, M. E. 12, L, P. 28, and U. PB. 29. 
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1. Temples related to Orissan culture : 


A. Vaishnav Temples : B. Shaiba Temples : 
1. Bada Jagannath (Khaspa Sahi) 1. Kedareshwar (Bhatabika Sahi) 
2. Manjhia Jagannath (Khaspa Sahi) 2. Nilakantheswar (near burial-ground) 
3. Saan Jagannath (Bhatabika Sahi) 3. Swapneswar (Bijipur) 
4. Narasingha (Khaspa Sahi) 4. Uttareswar (Gosani-nuagaon) 
5. Gopinath (Khaspa Sahi) 5. Ramlingeswar (Ramalinga-tank) 
6. Jagannath Temple (Gosani-nuagaon) 6. Shiba Temple (Gate-bazar) 
(a complex of different dieties recently 7. Kapileswar 
developed) 


C. Shakta Temples : 


1. Budhhi Thakurani (Thakurani sahi) 
2. Kalikadevi (Kalikadevi Sahi) 


2. Temples related to southern culture : 


1. Satyanarayana (Satyanarayana 3. Raghunath (Badakhemundi Sahi) 
temple Road) 
2. Vekanteswar Temple 4. Kanyaka-parameswari Devi (Khaspa Sahi) 


The management and maintenance of the temples are satisfactory. They are centres of 
both religious and social activities. 


There are more than twenty ‘Mathas’, related to different sects like Goudiya, 
Ramanuja, Nimbarka and Vishnuswami. These Mathas have their own idols and mantras. 
Jn comparision to other places, here the Mathas are rich in traditions and rituals. 


Festivals : 


1. Ratha Yatra : Jn all the four Jagannath temples, Ratha.yatra is celebrated. 
2. Sivaratri : Jn all the Saiva temples Sivaratri is observed. -Nilakantheswar temple has 
a special attraction for its fair. 3. Ramanavami : It is observed in Ragunath temple. 
4. Gamha-purnima : In addition to Rakhi-bandban and Jhulan in temples and Mathas, 
the special attraction of this festival here is due to its ‘Gamha-dian’, where the children 
jump in a festive mood. J. Thakurani- Yatra : It is observed once in two years in the month 
of Chaitra, singularly in this city. Desharaj family observe this festival, considering that 
‘Budhhi Thakurani’ is a daughter of their family who comes to her father's house during. 
this period. During this festival, the whole city becomes the festival-ground. The 
children, youngmen and old dress themselves in forms of different Puranic, Social, 
tribal and animal characters and go round the city from door to door, after the fulfilment 
of their wish. In this yatra, non-brahmin influence is remarkable. 
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Other Cultural activities : 


1. Daskathis is the contribution of this region to the whole Orissa. 
2. Ranapa dance is a popular and unique form of group-dance, recently it has been 


reorganised by a party in a neighbouring village of Narendrapur. 


3. Danda-naach is a group dance along with acting. A group of persons or the whole 
village perform this dance on the event of the fulfilment of their wish. In the 
daytime they torture their bodies in the sunshine and/or fire and in the night they 
play some Puranic plays. 
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Minchin and the growth of Aska 
x Shri K. C. Raut 


The place ‘Aska’ has been named after a tamil word ‘Asika’, means Suger. It has 
nothing to do with Asoka, the great. In the second half of the 19th century, Aska, had 
undoubtedly played a significant role in the economic life of Ganjam district in particular 
and Orissa in Special. Aska did not possess any historical romance to be remembered 
by the generations to come; its importance has been greatly heightened by the world 
famous: Sugar Factory it possesses. 


Aska is a very old town in the sub-division of Ghumsur in the district of Ganjam. 
Jt is located at 84° 40°E longitude, and 19° 37'N latitude and at 135' (41m) above sea-level. 
Aska is situated in the idyllic setting of rocky mountains and occupied a place on the 
fork of Bada Nadi and the sacred Rusikulya. The rainy season lasts from June to 
November and hot season for 3 months i. e. March, April & May; while cold is very pleasant 
from December to February. 


The man who was chiefly responsible for the prosperity of Aska town, was Frederick 
James Vivian Minchin (an Englishman), born on 14th February, 1829 during the stay of 
his father in the Madras kamptee. His father, F. Minchin was the famous colonel of the 
Madras Army Division of East India Company. F. Minchin sent his son to London for 
education in 1836. and Vivian Minchin spent a long period of 11 years in London and 
then’ returned to India in 1847. 


Accidentally, Frederick came down to Aska from Madras and purchased a share and 
became one of the members of the Board of Directors on Oct. 1st, 1852, Previously, the 
Sugar Factory was managed by some Germans with the Co-operation of the local partners. 
Vivian Minchin looked to the details of its management with great care and ultimately 
purchased it on the 1st July, 1872. 


The Sugar Factory was located by the right-hand side of Aska-Berhampur Road and 
had occupied an area of nearly 50 acres of land. In the southern side of the factory, the 
river, Rusikulya eternally flows to meet the fathomless Bay of Bengal. The area of the 
factory could broadly be divided into three blocks. In the western part of the factory, 
stands the European-modelled residential building of Minchin which is now the Harihar 
High School named after one of the important natives of Aska. In the centre, was the main 
factory and to the southern side a great godown to store the Sugar. There were three main 
gates—one to his bunglow, second gate in the northern side and the third one in the east 


x Shri K. C. Raut, M, A., Lecturer, Aska Science College, Aska, Ganjam. 
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facing to the present Pudukeswar Palli. There was a compound wall of nearly 12 feet in 
height and 2 feet in thickness. The entire structure of the factory had already been 
demolished and the present dilapidated structure gave a false impression of an ancient 


Roman Amphi-theatre. 


The Aska Sugar Factory was the greatest contribution of Minchin to the people of 
Orissa. The total investment to the factory amounted 60,000 dollars. The factory had 
the machinery of the best type driven by the steam-power for which it required a huge 
amount of fuel. The method which was adopted to produce Sugar was known in 
German as the ‘Diffusion-process’ the meaning of which shall be that the Sugar-cans are 
chopped off into small pieces by rapidly revolving knives and then the juice is extracted 
by a thorough saturation in water. Later on, the saturated extract is boiled down into 
Sugar—then cleansed and refined. By this process nearly 80% of Sugar is obtained out of 
90% in the cane and the refuge of the Sugar-cane is used for fuel and burnt. 


The annual out-turn of Sugar from the ‘diffusion-process’ was in (1880) 8000 bags 
of 13 cwt., valued at 1,60,000 rupees. Within 24 hours, the employees could produce 14 tons 
of Sugar and 1,00,000 gallons of syrup are also manufectured yearly valued at 25,000 rupees. 
The season of manufecture for sugar is that of the cane season, from January to the end of 
March. In the busy season of the year, it had an employment of 1000 men and women 
of whom 300 are mechanics, brick-layers, coopers, stokers, engine-men and men engaged 
in the foundary. During the idler month of the year, from 300 to 400 persons are employed, 
chiefly mechanics. 


The villages that supplied Sugar-cane to the factory were as follows :—Dhevgaon, 
Pankal badi, Sundarapalli, Bariguda, Mangalpur, Rugumu, Kanvedy, Alamba, Khusurab, 
Devabhumi, Alipur, Sankohli, Veziputu, Jakar, Jeypore, Padhal, Mantapada, Harida Padar, 
Chermaria, Nalabanta, Kalasandhapur and many others and the following villages supplied 
fuel to the factory—Sundhipalli, Haripur, Bandhaguda, Bakharkata, Jahada, Jogmohan, 
Jhadabandha, Nimina and many others. 


Minchin advanced loans to the Sugar-cane growers with no interest of the Capital. 
No penalty was imposed upon the growers if he fails to bring Sugar-cane to the factory 
in time. The Sugar-cane was properly weighed and paid accordingly. Every ton was called 
locally (Gara) and for each ‘gara’, the payment was made from Rs. 7/- to Rs 15]- 


The distillation of rum and other liquors is carried on in a most approved fashion, 
and the liquors manufectured are much superior to those distilled by the Oriya ‘Sundhis’, 
The liquor that they sell in the district are known as ‘Pongoo’ and ‘Kutcha’ locally. For 
making country spirit, rice and mowa flowers are essentially used. The factory also 
possessed one of Barnett’s patent Soda-water machines. 


Vivian Minchin has exhibited the Sugar of Aska factory jin the International Paris 
Exhibition of 1878 and the Jurors granted a Silver Medal to Messers Minchin & Co. 
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Minchin had a secular out look and had paid money and donated lands to the 
local Goddess Khambeswari. He had also married an Oriya girl who was named Emily 
Soona Minchin. 


After an eventful career, Minchin died on April 3rd, 1908 at Gopalpur and was 
buried at Aska. A trust-size bronze statue of Mr. Minchin is still seen in the old Sugar 
Factory. His wife, Soona also died on 25th Oct., 1916 in Calcutta. A fairy-like statue of 
Soona, of white marble near the Statue of Mr. Minchin was built before hand by Mr. 
Minchin himself and was the symbol of his intense love for Soona, which was recently 
removed to the Orissa state Museum. 
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Christian Missionaries & Their 
Activities in Koraput 
From 1882-1914 


* Shri Dasarath Suarh 


By the end of 19th century, the christian Missionaries were active in the oriya 
speaking tracts of the Madras Presidency. 


In course of time, the particular Baptists, the General Baptists, the American Free- 
will Baptists, the Evangelical Missionary Society and the Roman catholics had their stations 
in Orissa. However, with the fusion of particular Baptist Society in London, the new 
organisation came to be known as the Baptist Missionary Society in 1891. Though the 
‘London Missionary Society’, the Schleswig-Holstein Evangelical Lutheran Missionary 
Society, the Canadian Baptist Missionary Society and the East-Jeypore Mission of Danish 
Missionary Society worked among the Oriya speaking population, that did not include in 
‘Orissa Division in 19th century. 


Pastor Christiane Jenson founded the Schleswing-Holstein Evangelical Lutheran 
Missionary Society in Septmber 19th., 1869. Rev. E. Pohl and Rev. H. Bothmann 
were sent out to India in 1881 and arrived in Rajamundri in February 1882. Their 
plan was to start their activities at Bastar. Due to the natural calamities they left for 
Koraput. At Koraput, Pohl and Bothmann acquired a piece of land at once:and started to 
build a temporary building. Owing to the malaria fever they were compelled to leave 
Koraput. 


After much consideration Pohl and Bothmann decided to start work in Salur. The 
Home Board of the S. H. E. L. M. reluctantly gave its permission because they still thought 
of mission’s work in Bastar or in Jeypore. 


In 1884, the first mud house was built in Salur. The Missionaries began to learn the 
native languages and started preaching. On 10th December, 1885, the enquirers were 
baptized. A little school was started and a church was built in 1889. In 1889 Rev. P. Schulze 
came to assist the missionaries. In course of time a dispensary, a middle school and a Leprosy 
asylum were established. In 1889, the L. M. S., (London Missionary Society) handed over to 
the S. H. E. L. M. their out-station Parvatipur and Rev. Bothmann took charge of it. 


Then Sambary was founded as a station with the purpose of beginning work among 
the Kandhs. Rev. J. Stacker was put in charge of it. 


Pe fe 
» Shri Dasarath Suar, M. A., Lecturer in History, Khallikote College, Berhampur, Ganjam, 
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Before 1914, eight missionaries of whom three were ladies made every effort to 
present the Gospel to the Hindus, to teach the children, to help the sick & poor, and to visit 
the zenans. Rev. Schulze started work among the Kuvi Kandhs. He translated Bible 
stories and the Gospel St.Luke into kuvi written in Telugu characters. In 1911, the first 
church was dedicated for the service of the Kandhs. 

The first missionaries Pohl and Bothmann had tried to build a mission station in 
Koraput but failed. In 1884, Rev. Reimers and Rev. Thomson were sent out to start work in 
Koraput and they exprienced the same difficulties. Reimers, however stayed and completed 
the first three mission bungalow. In 1885, three new missionaries arrived. Rev. Harless stayed 
with Reimers in Koraput, Rev. J. Timm and Rev. Timmcke were sent to work in Kotapad. 
New Mission stations were opened in Jeypore (1886), and in Nowrangapur (1889). Besides 
these, mission centres were established at Laxmipur (1907), Nandapur (1909) and Doliambo 
(1910). 

As soon as the missionaries had acquired the knowledge of the Oriya longuage, they 
began to preach the Gospel to the Hindus. Preached the Gospel in the market, in religious 
places, and the places of pilgrimage. Asimoli, a woman of high caste was the first to be 
baptized in Kotapad on 5th December, 1886. Only in Koraput it took 13 years before the 
First baptism could be made. 

Many of the first christians in Kotapad and Jeypore came from among the high castes, 
such as: Brahmin, Korano, Gouda, Paik, Bhatra and Bhumias. Gradually, the enquires 
belonging to the outcastes; those called Dambas grew in number. Thus, the high caste people 
requested Rev. E. Gloyer not to admit the Dambas into the church. However, he could 
not grant this request. In many places they were not permitted to cultivate land, the 
Government had declared them a ceminal tribe; a good number of them had turned profes- 
sional thieves and robbers. However, soon after their conversion they got a new lease of life. 


The missionaries employed a good number of them when new bungalows, churches 
and other buildings were construsted. The weavers (domb) could get credit with the mission 
to buy the necessary yarn. Hindus also gave loans. 

The missionaries from the very beginning had realized to appoint native evangelist for 
the natives. Thus, in 1896 a seminary for teachers was founded in Kotapad. Rev. Timm 
was its first director until he died in 1900. Before 1914, there were 78 students. 

The best from among them were sent to the seminary for a two or three years’ course. 
After having passed the examination they were appointed as “‘Gurus™”. The training of 
catechists remained with the missionaries for a long time. In 1910, an advanced 
catechist class was held as a preparatory training for a future pastor course. 


Most of the people who became christians during the mass movement were illiterate. 
Thus, in the mission centres boarding homes for boys, in Kotapad and Koraput for girls, were 
established. There were Primary schools, and a high Elementary school in Jeypore. 
A Training school for masters of the elementary and higher elementary grade was started 
and it was visualized to train christian masters in sufficient number for the whole of 
Jeypore. When the 1st world war started mission handed over the institution to Government. 
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Besides education, the missionaries took keen interest -in the field of medical work 
too. The missionaries who had received more or less medical training tried as much as 
possible to help the suffering people. A dispensary was established in every mission station. 
In Kotapad, a small hospital had been founded by Rev. E. Gloyer. When on tour every 
missionary treated the sick and distributed medicine. 


There was no Leprosy asylum in Jeypore and the Oriya Leprosy patients hesitated 
to go to Salur Leprosy asylum and live with the Telugus. Therefore, an asylum was 


founded in Jeypore. Rev. W. Abrens was in charge of this institution and later Rev.- 
H. Speak. 


In the field of literature the missionaries had no less contributions. At first they 
got some tracts from the B. M. S. (Baptist Missionary Society) of Cuttack. But as the people 
were not educated enough to understand much of Oriya. Thus, a Translation Committee 
was formed and in course of time the catechism of Dr. Martin Luther, Biblical stories from 


the Old and the New Testament and a good number of tracts and hymns were translated and 
published. 


So far as industrial work was concerned the missionaries opened an industrial school 
in 1903 at Koraput, where carpentary, black- smith work, pottery and weaving were taught. 
A credit bank was organised, where weavers and cultivators could get money. Kotapad and 
Salur also had a small carpentary school. 


Thus, the S. H. E. L. M., after their settlement at Jeypore wanted to extend east of it 
and opened their stations at Gunupur in 1900, and Bissam Cuttack in 1908. 
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Oriya Movement In Ganjam 


¥ Shri Narayn Rao 


Throughout the course of history, beginning from the pre-christian era down to 
the British conquest of Orissa in 1803, Orissa had a glorious separate political existence. 
The British conquest of Orissa was responsible for the vivisection of a living race. 
Besides the tributary mahals, Oriyas were put under three provincial governments i.é., 
the Madras Presidency, the Central Provinces, the Bengal Presidency and then the province 
of Bihar and Orissa. Thus, Oriyas remaining under four administrative divisions always 
formed a minority under their respective governments. The alien element who had, in 
each case, a different language and different customs gradually acquired an importance well 
nigh threatening the national extinction of the indigeneous population. In the then Madras 
presidency, the Oriyas had been forced to learn Telugu, in C.P., Hindi and even in Orissa 
proper, Bengali at the cost of his mother tongue. The expression of a United national 
life, based on the affinity of the language and community was very much thwarted. The 
systematic exclusion of the native Oriyas from all offices of trust like the courts, the 
police, the revenue and the salt department prevailed from the very beginning. No other 
community was under such a large number of provincial administration and thus long 
proscribed and thrown into the back ground. In the out-line Oriya tracts the systemic 
attempts were made to destroy the Oriya language and culture together. With the attempt 
for the retention of Oriya language and culture, there grew the consciousness for the 
desirability of the unification of the dismembered Oriya tracts with Orissa proper under 
one administrator. The Oriya unification movement had really started in the out line parts 
where people were constantly dominated by the non-Oriyas. 


The people of Ganjam had a longer spell of suffering and exploitation, as they had 
come under the British rule thirty seven years before the final conquest of Orissa. The 
Oriya tracts belonging to Madras Presidency were, Khallikote and Athagada, Palur, Biridi, 
Huma, Dharakote, Badagada, Katinjia, Sheragada, Sana Khemundi, Bada Khemundi, 
Chikiti, Surangi, Jarada, Jalantara, Gudarsingi, Mandasa, Tarala, Parlakhemundi, Aska, Barua, 
Urlam, Raghunathpur (Tekalli), Puruna Tekalli and Nandigram. In most of the Zamindaris, 
the Oriya Kshyatriyas were at the head. The Zamindars of Parlakhemundi and Khallikote 
paid more than fifty thousand rupees as pieshcush. Besides, these tracts, thousands of Oriyas 
were living in the Visakhapatnam district and Jeypore agency. 


The origin of the idea can be traced back to 1868, when Sir Strafford Northcote, 
the then Secretary of state proposed for the separation of Orissa from Bengal. About 


« Shri Narayan Rao, Lecturer in History, Khallikote College, Berhampur, Ganjam. 
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the same time Padmanabha Narayan Deb of Parlakhemundi founded the Utkal “Hitaisini 
Samaj” to fight against the injustices done to the Oriyas of Ganjam and to agitate for 
the union of Ganjam with Orissa. At Berhampur, “‘Utkal Hitabadini Sabha’’ was organised 
by William Mahanty to foster the political consciousness among the local people. 


The Raja of Khallikote, Hari Hara Mardaraj Deo felt the need for the amalgamation 
for the Oriya speaking tracts under one administrator. The scandalous manner in which 
the Athagada Zamindari was sold and the Mohuri Zamindari which was auctioned to the 
Collector's shroff, revealed the true nature of British administration. Being encouraged by 
Nilamani Vidyaratna who edited a weekly called “‘Prajabandhu” from the Mardaraj 
Press, Rambha, the Raja of Khallikote arranged meeting at Rambha. lt was attended by 
M.S. Das, Radhanath Ray, F. M. Senapati, Maharaja of Mayurbhanj, Gadadhar 
Vidyabhusan, Balaram Maharana, Narasingha Das and host of others. A resident of Rambha, 
Jay Krishna Chow Patnaik also considerably helped. This meeting focussed the sufferings of 
Oriyas, as a result of which a number of Oriyas could get employment and addresses on 
letters and court notices and summons were written in Oriya. 


The Raja of Khallikote was also responsible for the organisation of “‘Utkal Sahitya 
Samaj” to foster nationalism among the Oriyas. The idea of the Ganjam national conference 
soon caught the imagination of the whole Oriya speaking country. “‘Ganjam Sammilani” 
started in 1903 with Syama Sundar Rajguru, the first Graduate of Ganjam, as the 
President. The eminent people of Ganjam who attended the conference were Krushna 
Chandra Sahani, Gopinath Nanda, Daniel Mahanty, William Mahanty, Sribatcha Panda, 
Narasingha Das; Hari Hara Sadasya, Balaram Maharana and the Mahanta of Harida 
Khandi. Being very much elated at the tremendous enthusiasm of the Oriya people of Ganjam 
and the whole Orissa representation at the conference, M. S. Das proposed the formation 
of “‘Utkal Sammilani” or “Utkal Union Conference”. It was indeed, appropriate that the 
seeds of this national organisation should have been sown in Ganjam , which was undergoing 
utmost suffering under Madras Presidency. 


The leaders of Utkal Union Conference also tried to achieve their end through 
participation in the sessions of the Indian National Congress. In this respect, they were 
disillusioned on many occasions. In Madras session of the Congress, M. S. Das brought a 
resolution for the amalgamation of all Oriya speaking tracts. But the Telugu representatives 
vehemently opposed the incorporation of Ganjam and any portion of Madras Presidency. 
By force of majority they had the decision in their favour. The National Congress did not 
Tike to take up regional matters which had no national importance. So, the leaders of Orissa 
tried to strive their ends through their own -organisation. © 


In the eighth session of Utkal Union Conference, a resolution was Passed on the 
basis of H. H. Risley’s report (13-12-1903) for the creation of a separate province of Orissa, 
with Oriya speaking tracts. He had pointed out that the Government of India would add 
to Orissa the Ganjam district with possible exception of one Taluk (Chikakole) in 
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which Oriya has said not to be the prevalent language and Ganjam and Vizagpatam agency 
tracts. The Governer of Madras, Lord Anthil opposed to the transfer of Ganjam to Orissa. 
He said that “it is useless to strive after an administration based on linguistic uniformity 
which, both geographical and ethnological conditions, combined with the ordinary .course 
of trade and commerce and consequent co-mingling of races is absolutely incapable of 
satisfactory fulfilment”. The intermediaries of the Zamindars cajoled and bribed the 
illiterate and ignorant Oriya tenants and sent applications against the merger to the 
Governor of Madras as well as Viceroy of India. Prajabandhu bitterly criticised the 
machination of Telugu Diwans of the Zamindars for such exploitation. 


Thus, though the Viceroy Lord Curzon and Lt. Governor of Bengal Sir Andrew 
Fraser were sympathetic to the incorporation of Ganjam, yet, the insurmountable opposition 
of Madras Government, the agents of Ganjam and Visakhpatnam and the Telugu population 
in these areas, knocked the proposal of Curzon and the prospect of the Oriyas became 
bleak. With the coming of Lord Anthil as the temporary Viceroy, again the representation 
was made for the merger. He sought the opinion of the Collector of Ganjam and Collector of 
Visakhpatnam on the issue. The Ganjam Collector suggested that as the trade and commerce 
and communication is not linked with -Bengal it won't be advisable for its merger with 
Bengal. The Collector, Visakhpatnam pointed out that Telugu is a superior language and 
most of the Oriyas and Adivasis know this language well. So it is not necessary to transfer 
this portion to Bengal. Then Lord Anthil ordered for the maintenance of status-quo. He 
argued that the Oriyas of Ganjam will get greater opportunity in employment and commerce 
by remaining in Madras Presidency. Raja Sri Madan Mohan Singh ‘of Dharakote criticised 
the decision of Government. ‘Scholarships were instituted in Ganjam in commemmoration of 
Lord Curzon’s sympathy to Oriya movement. 


In the mean time, all efforts were made to keep the Oriya language and literature in- 
tact from the onslaught of non-Oriyas. Sri Chintamani Mahanty edited Oriya ‘‘Hitabadini” 
under the court patronage of Raja Chandra Chudamani of Surangi. Damodar Kabiratna 
also tried to promote Oriya literature by publishing ‘‘Utkalvasi”’. In the 8th session of Utkal 
Sammelani, resolutions were passed against the conversion of Oriya Training School at 
Berhampur to Telugu School, recognition of Oriya language in the Madras University and 
opening of a High School at Rasalkunda. Due to these efforts, the Oriya language could 
survive from total extinction. 


On the recommendation of Viceroy Lord Hardinge, Bihar and Orissa was created a 
separate province, in 1912. Ganjam and other Oriya speaking tracts remained tied to 
Madras. Lord Curzon commented that “I venture the prophecy that this is a blinder that 
cannot remain pPermanéenNt....eeeeecoveoecoeosee The interest of the Oriyas have been sacrificed 
without compunction and this callous indifference for Oriya interest bas been due to the 
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fact that they are a non-agitating people”."In the House of Commons, Under Secratary 
Montague said that Ganjam will come to Orissa provided strong arguments are 
available. In this way the inclusion of Ganjam and other neighbouring Oriya tracts was 
avoided by the Government. The opposition of the people found expression in “Madras 
Mail”’ dated 8th February, 1912. But the Governor of Madras Lord Carmichal did not 
consider the gravity of the issue. 


By this time, most of the news papers and periodicals published from Ganjam were 
discontinued. A venture was made by Sashi Bhusan Rath through a weekly called “Asha”. 
He, too, tried to project the grievances of the Oriya people by publishing English weeklies 
like East Coast and New Orissa Daily. | 


In the tenth’ session of Utkal Union Conference at Parlakhemundi, Sri Vikram Dev 
Varma of Jeypore highlighted the plight of Oriyas in Jeypore and. Visakhpatnam and 
argued on the line of Greerson for creation of a: state on a linguistic basis. The demand was 
again revived ‘at the visit of Montague to Calcutta. The Montague-Chelmsford report 
approved on principle the suggestion to constitute linguistic provinces. But Oriyas did not 
get any benefit out of this reform. The Raja of Kanika questioned on this issue in the 
Imperial Council at London. Sir William Vincent, the Home member of the. Government 
expressed his sympathy to the cause of Oriya movement. It also got the support of Surendra 
Nath , Banerjee, B. N. Sharma and Sachidananda. Singh..The Council recommended to the 
Governor-General that the mixed committee of non-Officials and Officials be appointed to: 
formulate a scheme for the amalgamation of Oriya speaking tracts, at present administered 
or controlled by the Government of Madras; Bengal and Central Province with the exis- 
ting Orissa division of the provinces Bihar and Orissa. 


The effort for the creation of a separate province was also made through Indian 
National Congress. Gandhiji during his visit to Berhampur in 1921 said that “‘before the sun 
rises to-morrow the Oriya-Telugu dispute should be settled and the strong Andhras must 
yield to the weak Oriyas”. A committee was formed at Berhampur with T. Prakasham, 
B. _Pattavisittaramay ya, Pandit Gopabandhu Das and Nilakantha Das to this effect. Dr. B. 5. 
Manjey became the President of the Committee. But it could not produce any result on the 
boundary issue as the representatives of Andhra did not co- operate. The National Congress 
also appointed  Rajagopalachari and then Rajendra Prasad to submit report on this issue. But 
all these proposals from the side of National Congress could not be beneficial to the cause of 
Orissa. 


“The Government of India was also not serious on this issue as is revealed from the 
Press Note dated Ist October, 1924. On the visit of General C: L.: Philip and A.C. Duff 
to Ganjam in order to prepare a report, the leaders like Niranjan Patnaik, Hari Har Panda; 
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Sashi Bhusan Rath, Madhusudan Panigrahi took the opportunity of explaining them the 
genuine desire of the Oriya people. Public meetings were arranged’ at _ Rambha, khallikote, 
Berhampur, Parlakhemundi which impressed the members very much. The committee subm- 
itted its report to the Government of India on 26th December, 1924. It pointed out that 
except Narasanpeta of Ganjam, whole of Parlakhemundi, Tarala, Tekali, Manjusa, 
Jalantara, Budharsingh, Chikiti, Dharakote, Surangi, Sergada, Badagada, Bada Khemundi, 

Sana Khemundi, Athagada, Khallikote, Biruli, Palur, Huma estates and Berhampur, 
Chatrapur and Ghumsur Division. Jeypore estate should merge with Orissa. 


The Utkal Union Conference at Cuttack urged upon the Government to accept the 
report of Philip and Duff. In 1927, Sir John Simon was appointed as President of Admini- 
strative Reform Committee. The people of Orissa co-operated to further their ends with 
this commission though it was boycotted in the rest of India. Simon wrote that “an urgent 
case for consideration and treatment is that of the Oriya speaking people”. When the sub- 
committee chalked out the boundary of Orissa excluding Parlakdemundi and Jeypore, 
there was tremendous opposition from all parts of natural Orissa. The Government of Bibar 
and Orissa recommended to the Government of India that “the amalgamation of Oriya 
speaking tracts stands ona very different. footing from minor territorial adjustments”. 
Motilal Nehru in his report favoured the union provided—the new state is prepared to bear 
the financial burden which is incidental to separation. In the second Round Table conference, 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati Narayan Dev strongly refuted the point of financial liability and 
urged upon the creation of a separate province. 


The Government of India set up a commission under Sir Samuel O’ dnel. T. Phuken 
and R. N. Mehta were the members of the commission. Sri Krishna Chandra Gajapati 
from Orissa and Ray Bahadur C. V. S. Narasimha Rajguru from Madras remained as 
associate members. Sri Vikram Dev Varma of Jeypore submitted a memorandum for the 
amalgamation of Oriya speaking tracts including Jeypore and Ganjam agency under 
one Government. But unfortunately O’dnel being prejudiced by Sri Karmee ( who was 
driven out by the Raja of Parlakhemundi for his misdeeds ) suggested that Ichhapur, 
Manjusa, Tarala, Tekali and Jeypore should continue to remain with Madras 
Presidency. 


When the White Paper was released the members of the committe expressed their 
surprise at the exclusion of Parlakhemundi and Jeypore. They urged that the Oriyas should 
seek the oppurtunity of expressing strong sense of disappointment at the next meeting of 
the joint Parliamentary Committee and obtained redress of their legitimate grievances. 
In the Third Round Table Conference, Raja Rama Chandra Mardaraj insisted on the 
urgency of creating a separate state for Oriyas. Sir Samuel Hoare declared on 24th 
December 1932 that ‘We have come definitely to the conclusion that Sind and Orissa 
should both be separate ProviNCeS..e.eeesseeeeeceeeces It is the definite intention of the 
Government that in ‘All India Federation’ both these great territories should enter as 
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distinct provinces........«..+..«The question of the boundary will be settled in a satisfactory 
manner to the cause of Oriyas, so that new province will be homogeneous and the 
problem of Oriya minority will not arise in any of the province”. This led to the appoint- 
ment of Sir Jobn Austin Habac to form the separate state of Orissa. And thus Orissa 
became a separate province in 1935. 


After the election of 1935, Orissa carved out its independent political existence in 
the Indian Union. It is strange and happy coincidence that the Oriya Movement which 
started in Ganjam produced two sons of the soil to head the first two Ministries of this 
young state. 
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Cultural Life in Outlying Oriya Tracts 
of South Orissa 


* Shri Bibhudatta Mishra 


During the administration of Gajapati Kings of Orissa, the territorial boundary of 
this famous land of art, architecture and literature; was spread over from river Ganges in 
the North to the Godavari in South ! Oriyas were famous as a militant nation, and in many a 
battle-field of Southern and Northern India, they exhibited their valour, courage and 
skill of war. During the period of Prataprudradev, there ‘was a sign of decline and 
deterioration in the national life and character of Oriyas, which finally cultivated in the 
treacherous assassination of Gajapati Mukundadev in the year 1568. From then onwards, 
Orissa lost its independence, and suffered under different ruling class for about three 
centuries. During this period of gloom and despair, allround attacks were launched against 
Oriya language, literature and culture, by neighbouring states and ruling masters. In spite 
of severe odds and obstacles Oriyas could successfully retain their literary tradition, and 
cultural heritage during that dark period of chaos, oppression, helplessness and political 
confusion. 


In course of time by the year 1903, a few enlightened Oriyas, made some modest 
attempt for formation of a separate Orissa State, by amalagamating all the Oriya-speaking- 
tracts of Madras, Madhya-pradesh, Bengal and Bihar into one. Under the banner of Utkal- 
Sammelani and with the undaunted leadership of Mr. M. S. Das and Utkaimoni 
Gopabandhu, the Oriya speaking people of all this area, carried on relentless struggle and 
left no stone unturned, to come under one administration, with the noble aspiration of 
safe-guarding and enriching their linguistic, literary and cultural traditions. At last the 
separate State of Orissa was formed on lst April, 1936; but the long cherished desire of 
Oriyas remaind unfulfilled as several Oriya-speaking tracts remained under the domain of 
other adjoining provinces, due to various reason. Bastar, Phuljbar, Jagadalpur remained in 
M. P.; Midnapur, Kanthi in West Bengal : Singhbhum district in Bihar and Ichhapur, 
‘Tikalli, Manjusa, Jalantar, Sompentha, Tarala, Purunapatna, Udyankhanda and many 
others in the then Madras Presidency (Present Andhra-pradesh) in South Orissa. 


Utkal Sammelani derived its nucleus from Ganjam Sammelani, which was held in 
the Barracks ground of Berhampur in the year 1802, under the stewardship of Pandit 


“ «Shri Bibhudatte Mishra, M.A., M.Phil, Head of the Deptt. of Oriya, Khallikote 
College, Berhampur, Ganjam. 
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Nilamani Vidyaratna. The people of South Orissa in general, and Ganjam in particular took 
active part in all the proceedings of Utkal Sammelani, and years long agitation for a 
separate province: The contributions of the people of Ganjam to the field of Oriya 
literature and culture are undoubtedly of very high calibre in quality, vast and voluminous 
in quantity too. In spite of all these basic facts and sincere attempts of leaders like Maharaja 
K. C. Deb of Parlakhemundi, Shyamasundar Rajguru, Mandhata Gorachand Patnaik 
and many others, a vast area of Oriya-speaking populace with long-standing traditional 
and cultural link with the main land of Orissa, remained outside the Southern boundary 
of newly constituted Orissa province. 


In the last forty years, the people of Tikali, Manjusa, Ichhapur, Tarala, Somapentha, 
Jalantar and other Oriya-speaking tracts of present Andhra-pradesh have been suffering 
under the administration of a different linguistic and cultural supremacy. Gradually, the 
language, literature and culture of the Oriya-speaking-majority are dying out in those 
areas, due to constant political hostility, administrative pressure and unsympathetic attitude 
of the concerned administration. Jnspite of all these hazards, it is matter of surprise and 
pride as wel], that in those outlying tracts (Where Kabisurya composed his famous classic 
‘Chandra Kala’) the last rays of Oriya culture and tradition. sparkled like a gem. 


The dramatic tradition .of South Orissa is very rich, The kings and Zamindars 
were great lovers of this art. Under their direct patronage and with their active involvement 
and co-operation, various types of folk-drama, song-drama, and folk-culture developed and 
flourished in this region; ‘the themes ‘are mainly religious or mythological and at times 
social or historical. ‘Prahllad Natak' is very ‘famous and popular in areas populated by 
Oriya-speaking race outside the Southern boundary of Orissa; and has immence mass-appeal. 
The style, technique and presentation of this folk-drama deserve special mention. The 
participants use mask to represent different characters and act on a stage specially 
constructed for the purpose, in front of a gallary type of crude auditorium in the 
open-air. The language of the ‘Natak’ js very colloquial and- sometimes have an admixture 
of Telugu-influenced Oriya words, or Sanskritized diologues.. Based on the Puranic story 
of Prahllad and Narasingha, it has also a religious. impact, as people: of South Orissa have 
great admiration for Narasingha of Simanchala Temple (founded by princess Annapurna, 
the second daughter of Prataprudra Deb) now.in Andhra-pradesh. . | 


Danda Nata is a folk dance and common festival: ‘of Orissa, which primarily 
originated from Ganjam district. The devotees observe penance in the month of Chaitra 
and proclaim the power and grace of lord Siva through their songs and dances. This is not 
only religious festival, it has literary and artistic sides too. It has a common appeal for 
the mass. In the outlying Oriya tracts ‘we find that the “impact of ‘Danda Nata’ is in. full 
force and it is a common and popular festival in those areas, ‘which attracts large crowd 
from far and near. 
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Like Palla of North Orissa, Daskathia has immence popularity in South. Both the 
participants of their musical-performance dress themselves in tight fitting garments and 
turban. They simultaneouly sing, dance and act, which creates a beautiful dramatic 
atmosphere and provide pure literary entertainment. They mainly deal with a mythological 
them, in chaste Oriya language and style, and in Orissa musical pattern. At regular 
intervals they add several humourous anecdotes from common man’s life. Some critics are 
of opinion that the tradition of Daskathia is older then that of Palla. It's contribution and 
role for upholding the Oriya culture, Titerature, music, language and style’ in outlying 
Oriya tracts is immence and powerful. 


Besides this, several other folk-culture with a deep rooted mass-base, are prevalent in 
areas populated by Oriya-speaking race, outside the Southern boundary of Orissa. 
‘Sri Krishna Lila’ ‘Radha Prema Lila’, ‘Rasa’, ‘Ram Lila’, ‘Bharat Lila’ are very few of them, 
those deserve to be mentioned. They not only provide occassional entertainment to the 
common mass but boost their morale and courage to stick to their own language, literature, 
and culture, amidst heavy odds. 


The contribution of royal families of South Orissa, to build up a solid base of 
Oriya Culture, can not be ignored. They provided all possible opportunities to Oriya-poets, 
artists, and scholars in their estates for improvement of cultural life. The royal family 
of Paralakhemundi in the Southern borders of Orissa, upheld the cultural tradition of 
Orissa in the most dignified manner. Being the direct descendant of the Gajapati Kings 
of Orissa, the Maharaja of Paralakhemundi planned and processed their capital, exactly 
in the similar pattern of Puri, the cultural-capital of Orissa. The temples and streets, 
fairs and festivals, religious and social rites of Paralakhemundi, and its art architecture, 
music, painting and all other branches of cultural life, bear a clear and definite impression 
of Puri. Under the patronage of the Rajas of Paralakhemundi the first permanent 
theatre pendal ‘Padmanava Rangalaya’ was constructed and maintained, in which 
Oriya dramas were being regularly staged. Many scholars like Pandit Gopinath Nanda 
Sharma, Shri Shyamsundar Rajguru, Gopinath Parichha Patnaik, Gopalkrishna, Haribandhu 
Beborta and others worked on different branches of Oriya language and literature, with 
life long devotion. 


Gobinda Chandra Surdeb of Tarala royal family gave new dimension to 
Oriya dramatic tradition, by writing several dramas of lasting importance. The most 
famous of them are ‘Rasa Lila’, ‘Dhruba’, ‘Mana Vanjan’, ‘Yugal Milan’, ‘Sakhigopal’, 
‘Sudama’, ‘Narakasur Badha’ and many others. Raja Shri Radhamoban Rajendra 
Deb of Chikiti was a writer himself. His sense of patriotism and desire for social 
reforms have found expression in his dramas like ‘Panchali Patta Harana’, ‘Parimala 
Sahgamana’, ‘Prakruta Pranaya’ and ‘Pratap Radhakrishna Lila’ written by him, 
has a tremandous mass-appeal and is more than popular in every nook and comer of 
South Orissa. Other Kings and Zamindars of Manjusa, Dharakote, Tikali, Ichhapur, 
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Surangi did never lag behind in such cultural pursuit. The ‘Oriya-Pathaghar’ 
of Manjusa has a very valuable collection of old palm-leaf manusripts and even at 
present, it is the centre ofall cultural activities and enthusiasm of the Oriyas of 
outlying tracts. 


Though the Oriya-speaking people, who are living beyond the Southern 
boundary of Orissa; face a lot of problem regarding education and maintenance 
of their linguistic traditions, still their sincere and consistent effort to maintain 
the distinct cultural heritage must be appreciated. 
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The Muslim Activities In Ganjam 


* Shri B. M. Das 


The early muslim invasions to Orissa during 13th century were concentrated on the 
neighbouring regions of Cuttack. In course of time, the war elephants and the tribal 
militia formed a source of strength to the rulers of South Orissa. With the establishment 
of a few well organised forts in the southern extremities of Orissa, a strong belt of military 
strategy was established. 


In the conflict between Bhanudeva IV and Mohammad Shah Bahmani during the 15th 
century, the ruler of Paralakhemundi joined hands with the muslim power to strengthen his 
own position in the region. But the Sultan of Golkunda bretrayed the friendship with 
the Raja of Paralakhemundi and so the latter had to seek a fresh alliance with the Ganga 
Ruler for his own survival. But inspite of this, the Golkunda Sultan successfully defeated 
the Raja of Paralakhemundi and collected heavy tributes from him. 


By the end of 1éth century, Ibrahim, the fourth ruler of Qutbshahi dynasty, 
became the master of the whole of the Godavari region and the adjoining areas upto 
Chicacole. This region including Ichhapur was ruled by the muslim power with head 
quarters at Hyderabad. The deputy of the Faujdar was having his seat of Government at 
Chicacole and the entire administrative unit was known as -‘Chicacole Circar’. His deputy 
was staying at Ichhapur. The revenue was collected from the pepole of the region from both 
the sources—Chicacole and Ichhapur. But the final collection was remitted to Hyderabad. In 
the actual practice the Hindu chiefs or Zemindars were delegated with the authority to 
collect the revenue. By this time the muslim power has not yet been successfully 
established in the interiors of the region, and sometimes the Hindu chiefs organised revolts 
in distant hilly tracts to avoid payment. 

In 1641 A.D Abdulla Qutbshah sent Sher Mohammad Khan to rule over a few 
maritime dependencies situated to the north of Krishna river. He built a mosque at 
Chicacole. During his reign the southern regions of Ganjam were successfully kept under 
the administrative control. In 1687 A. D. Aurangzeb established his authority over the 
whole of Deccan and thus the existence of Qutbshahi kingdom came to an end. 


During 16 th and 17th centuries Khallikote and its surrounding tracts were used as 
mohammadan outposts to curb the local revolts. Under the Golkunda administration, 
there were regular military establishments in some of these regions. On many occassions the 
ruler of Paralakhemundi fought with the muslim Governors of Golkunda in the northern 
parts of Ganjam. 


* Shri B. M. Das, Reader & Head of the Deppt. of History, Khallikote College, Berhampur, 
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In the reign of Anantapadmanava Gajapati Narayan Deva (1674-1681 A. D.), Mullick 
Khan, a muslim commander of Deccan was killed by Narahari Narayana Deva who led the 
army against the muslim invader. But the rulers of Jeypore and Badakhemundi also claim to 
have this honour. For this reason both these rulers used the title ‘Mullicka-mardana’. 
Aurangazeb made sincere attempts to capture a portion of the northern circar. But the 
rulers of Ganjam and Vishakhapattanam were united to prevent the success of the mughal 
emperor. 


When Aurangazeb and the marathas came in conflict with each other, a general of 
Aurangazeb was defeated and killed by Narahari Narayana Dev of Paralakhemundi. With 
the establishment of Maratha supremacy, the district of Ichhapur in the Chicacole circar 
continued to be administered by the muslim Faujdars with the assistance of their Naibs. 


In 1726 A. D. Nizamulmulk-Asaf- Jha appointed Anwaruddin Khan as his Faujdar 
at Chicacole. He successfully established his authority over the entire region. The Chicacole 
circar also continued the same pattern of administration under Muslim Faujdars during the 
period of French supremacy. In 1757 A. D. the collection of revenue from Chicacole was not 
done properly by lbrahim Khan, the muslim Faujdar. Monsier de Bussy who was looking 
after the French interest in the region wanted to solve the problem by going to the spot to 
know the actual state of affairs. Accidentally he got involved in a conflict between the ruler 
of Vijayanagaram and his neighbouring chiefs. This proves that the muslims were controlling 
the revenue collection in the region. 


Under the muslims Chicacole circar had three divisions :— Ichhapur, Chicacole and 
Kasimcota. Ichhapur was directly governed by the Resident of Ganjam. Chicacole and 
Kasimcota were governed by a chief revenue authority and a council. 


From 1740 to 1745 A. D. the rulers of Athagarh, Mahuri Chikiti. and Sanakhemundi 
came in conflict with Jafar Ali Khan, the muslim Governor, for the non-payment of revenue. 
Finally, the muslim Governor defeated these rulers and imprisoned them at Srikakulam. 
Their kingdoms were further annexed. Later on, with the assistance of Jagannatha Narayana 
Deva of paralakhemund;i the kingdoms of Athagar, Mahuri, Chikiti and Sanakhemundi were 
liberated. The muslim force at Ichhapur and Aska were brought under control by the Raja 
of Paralakhemundi. It also gave him the opportunity to capture an important military 
outpost of Sanakhemundi known as ‘Sidhheswarkota’ 
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Impact of British Administration on 
The Khonds of Ganjam Maliahs 


* Smt, Digambari Mabapatra 


What gives the British an exalted position in the annals of British Indian History 
is not the vastness of their empire which was acquired through force, fraud and trickery 
but their popular and enlightened administration which, in its later phase, was based 
more on realistic and humanitarian considerations. Only a cultured and civilised race like 
the British could succeed in finding out lasting solutions to some of the more delicate 
and complex proplems as presented by a multi-racial country like India. 


Unlike other invading tribes, the British had a civilizing mission in addition to 
their lust for conquest. Wherever they have extended their sway, it was their primary 
concern to bring the governed, as far as practicable, nearer to the realm of civilization. 


Their dealings with the Khonds of Ganjam Maliahs of South Orissa under the then 
Madras Presidency may, point out to some extent, their zeal to civilize the people from 
a barbaric state. 


The Britishers first came in contact with the Khonds of Ganjam Maliahs while 
prosecuting their military action against the Raja of Ghoomsur who refused to acknowledge 
the British supremacy. It was while hunting down the Raja in dense forest of the Maliahs 
that the Britishers, per chance, came across a ghastly sight of human sacrifice committed 
by the native Khonds. After careful enquiry, the British authorities adopted strong 
measures to blot out this inhumane practice once for all. A ‘MERIAH AGENCY’ was 
set up to deal firmly with this question and several meriahs were rescued. It is redundant 
to dialate further on the point of ‘Maria Sacrifice’ which has been vividly dealt with by 
Mr. Russell, Mr. Campbell and Mr. Macpherson in their respective reports submitted to 
the British Government from time to time. In suppressing this heinous act of barbarism 
the Britishers had employed the method of persuasion rather than coercion to convince 
the Khonds and this attempt had been met with great success. 


The Khonds of Ganjam Maliahs had, at the instigation of the Raja of Ghoomsur, 
decided to take up armed resistance against British occupation under the guidance of 
rebel leaders like Dora Bisoi and Chakro Bisoi. But the Britishers by issuing several 
notifications and explaining their implications to the Khonds and at times by convening 


« Smt. Digambari ‘Mahapatra, M.A, Lecturer in History, Khallikote College, 
Berhampur, Ganjam. ‘ ~ 
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meetings of Khond Sardars and Mutha Mallickos, had desisted them from joining the 
rebel leaders and thereby had succeded to a great degree in preventing the Khonds from 
plunging into a wrong course of action. 


By the enforcement of strong and strict measures, the British authorities had been 
able to stop the exploitation of the Khonds of Ganjam Maliahs by the interlopers like the 
Sudhas, Sundhies and Panos coming in great number from the plain areas. These go-betweens 
had, for a long time, kept the Khonds in a perpetual state of poverty by not allowing them 
to enjoy the fruits of their labour. 


Taking advantage of the ignorance and innocence of the Khonds, these outsiders 
were buying the products of these hill tribes at a throw-away price but selling them in semi- 
developed areas in the plains at higher rate, thus keeping for themselves, a large margin of 
profit. The moment the Britishers came to know about this, they at once took effective 
steps to stop this sort of economic exploitation and allowed the Khonds to have direct 
transaction with the traders. 


By conducting a survey and settlement of the lands, the Britishers stopped the 
large-scale alienation of Khond lands to non-Khonds. The Khonds of this tribal tract were 
also taught about the harmful effect of spirit consumption. They were greatly checked 
from indulging in this bad habit by administrative measures which heavily taxed the 
grog shops and restricted the distillation of liquor. The number of liquor shops was 
greatly reduced year by year with a view to making the native Khonds more sobre in their 
habits and dealings even at the cost of a great loss to the exchequer. 


In order to educate the Khonds, the Britishers had made generous financial grants for 
the establishment of schools in khond villages. Similarly, a voluntary plough tax was 
contributed by every Khond which was supplemented by an equal sum of the aggregate 
amount paid by the Government. The costs of all developmental works of public utility 
‘were being met from the Road Fund. Several roads were built and connected with different 
important places, thereby, enhancing the prospects of better communication. As communi- 
cation facilities improved, trade and commerce prospered which gradually resulted in 
.economic betterment of the native Khonds. 


Law courts were established to bring justice nearer to the doors of the Khonds. 
Thereafter, a gradual inclination was noticed among the Khonds that they are ‘relying more 
and more on law courts than on the adjudication of the Mutha Sardars for settling their 
disputes. 

| The rate of mortality among the khonds was gteatly reduced by extending medical 
facilities to them, such as, treatment of malarial fever which was claiming a heavy toll 
of life every year. Initially, vaccination was opposed tooth and nail by the Khonds. But 
‘later on, they gave way when fully explained about its efficacy. 
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These are the few among the many measures adopted by the British to ameliorate 
the distress of the Khonds of Ganjam Maliahs and to bring them nearer to a civilized 


way of life. 


Most of the British administrative officers posted in this Maliahs from time to time 
are unanimous in their remarks about these Khonds. In their view, these hill tribes are an 
honest, truthful, striving but easily excitable race. While dealing with these people, the 
British authorities, made caution, their rule, rather than exception. They took evey care 
not to hurt the inner sentiments of these easily excitable race and were adopting only 
such measures as were expedient for the exigencies and “in doing so, were always taking 
the gravity of the situation into accont. In their attempt to bring about cultural assimila- 
tion, the Britishers never dared to thwart altogether the indigenous socio-cultural milieu 
of the Khonds themselves. The British authorities granted sufficient liberty to the Khonds 
to retain their own traditional values and never compelled “them to make any sacrifice on 


that front. 


Thus the British administration which ‘aimed at the all round improvement of this 
self-conscious, assertive, sensitive and convincing Khond tribe, was more or less characterised 


‘by philanthropic notion and enlightened despotism. 
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Early British Activities In Some Feudatory 
States Of Ganjam 


+ Shri K. B, Moharana 


As per the Moghul Farman of 1765, the district of Ganjam remained under administ. 
rative control of the British Government earlier than the actual conquest of Orissa in 1803. 
Accordingly, the entire region was enjoyed as a free gift and later on the actual 
possession took place in 1766. 


The Ghumsar affairs became a little complicated from 1773 with the death of 
Krushna Bhanja when his successor Vikram Bhanja refused to pay the annual tribute to 
the British administrators. British troops from Aska were asked to proceed to Ghumsar and 
the Raja of Ghumsar fled to the neighbouring territory. But the British contigent continuo- 
usly harassed the loyal supporters of the raja upto 1779. In the meantime Vikram Bhanja 
coming away from the neighbouring territory, attacked the British soldiers. As a result 
of this, the British Government thought of taking firm action against the rebels. The raja 
and some of his close followers took shelter in Vizianagram to avoid punishment in the 
‘hand of British administrators. He was later on succeeded by Lakhman Bhanja. But the 
state was economically ruined because of continuous mismanagement of the situation. 


In 1781, affairs in Mahuri estate became a little complicated because of the murder 
of the Patro of Mohuri. But it was suspected to be a murder instigated by the Raja and 
his brothers: On receiving complaint from the members of the deceased family, Mr. 
Turning, the British Resident and Captain Bruce took steps against the miscreants and 
Raja Narayan Dev. Finally one of the miscreants, Gopinath Mahapatra was arrested and a 
portion of the Mohuri state was given to the Company. In 1789 Cursojee Deo who had taken 
lease of the portion of the Mohuri state from the British Government, was murdered at the 
instigation of a member of the royal family. There were later on reports that Sana Deo 
royal family has plundered some villages of Ichhapur. It was reported that Mani Deo, the 
raja of Vijayanagar was assisting Sana Deo in all these activities. 


The Chief of Budarsingi, in the meantime, was engaged in some plundering activities 
and looted some villages of {Manjusa Estate. Later on the Raja of Manjusa retorted by 
creating similar troubles for the Chief of Budarsingi. This created administrative problems for 
the British Government though the causes are due to personal rivalry. There were reasons for 


« Shri K. B. Moharana, Lecturer in History, Khallikote College, Berhampur, Ganjam. 
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the British Government to suspect that Sana Deo, the mischievous rebel chief of Mohuri 
was behind these disturbances. 


Later on, the feudatory Chiefs of Jalantar and Surangi, also got themselves involved 
in these disturbances. Sano Deo’s friendship with the raja of Surangi resulted in the 
arrest and imprisonment of the latter in the hands of the British authorities. Sana Deo played 
an important role in thwarting the British authorities and putting his own supporter on 
the throne of Jalantara. 


Till the end of 18th century some of the estates of Ganjam created confusion for the 
British administrators without forming an forganised base to guard their own interests. In 
many cases the reasons for these disturbances appear to be selfish and motivated with 
individual gains. 
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Some Minor Risings in South Orissa 


* Shri Satrujeet Das 


By the end of 19th century, efforts were made by the British administration to 
strengthen its roots in the different hilly areas of South Orissa. This has been resisted 
by the organisation of tribal people in the form of rebellions. 


In 1864 A.D. the Savaras of Gunupur in Koraput, rose in revolt as a protest against 
the assault on a tribal leader by the police authorities at Pottasingi. The rising was a 
challenge to the administration and resulted in killing a few police men, the Inspector and 
completely burning the police station. Finding no other alternative to prevent the spread 
of the lawlessness, the British authorities requested the Raja of Jeypore to make use of 
his position. As a result of it, a few leaders of the tribal community who actively took 
part in the disturbance were arrested. Five of them were hanged and the others were 
given heavy punishments. The Raja of Jeypore was properly rewarded for his help to the 
British administration and a rifle was presented to him. But the tribals never remained 
quiet and waited for an opportunity to harass the police officials. Therefore, the police 
administration wanted to establish an outpost in the disturbed hilly areas. There were 
attempts by the local tribals to prevent this establishment for they anticipated greater 
harassment. Finally, by the year 1866 A.D. a police outpost was established and the 
Savaras were put down by continuous process of harassing methods. 


In 1879 A. D. some minor disturbances spread over to Malkangiri area from the 
Rampa region of East Godavari district. The reasons were the same harassment and 
oppression to the local people by the police administration. A Koya leader, Tamma Dora 
took the leadership and directly attacked the police station. As the entire situation became 
uncontrollable, Col. Macquoid from Hyderabad contigent, came with a force to protect 
the administration, but he failed and retreated. This raised the status of Tamma Dora 
amongst the people and he was hailed as the “Raja of Southern Malkangiri”’. Finally in 
July, 1880 he was shot dead at Rampa Jungles while arranging the tribals to revolt against 
the British administration. 


‘The Kondhs of Kalahandi had a peculiar rising against the local Oriya people in 
1882. The reasons are not yet clearly known. But it appears that the conflict was intensified 
out of some minor differences between the two communities. 


In 1910-11, there was also a tribal rising in the Madhypradesh at Bastar against the 
British administration. Similarly in 1922 at Guduru- Taluk of Vizagapatnam Alluru Srirama 


* Shri Satrujeet Das, M. A., Research Scholar. 
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Raju organised an armed uprising against the British authorities. These disturbancs had their 
repercussions on the neighbouring tribals of Koraput. By 1923, the administration took 
effective steps to curb all these disturbancs. 


In 1932, Srihari Das, a paik, organised the Kondhs of Narayan Patna. He built a 
fort and plundered the area. This led to the loss of the sympathy of the local people. 
Finally at Parvatipuram he was arrested and killed. 

These minor risings at Koraput and its adjoining areas reveal that the British 


administration failed to be closer to the local tribal people: Therefore, the innocent 
people of the region -took an aggressive attitude to prevent the possibility of further 


humiliation. 
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Some Note worthy Publications relating to 
History, Culture & Literature of Orissa 


* History of Oriya Literature By Dr. Mayadhar Mansingha. 
* The real birth place of Buddha By Sri Chakradhara Mahapatra. 
* ଓଡ଼ଣାର ସଂସ୍ପ ରକ ଇରତହ୍ଲାସ : ସମ୍ପାଦନା—-ଓଡ଼ିଶା କଲଚଗ୍ଵଲ୍‌ ସୋରମୁ 

* ଓଡ଼ଶାର ଲୋକ ସଂସ୍କର : ସମ୍ପାଦନା—ଓଡ଼ିଶା କଲ୍ରଗ୍୍‌ଵଲ୍‌ ସୋରମୂ 

* ସ୍ରମ୍ପାଦପନ୍ଷରୁ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର କଥା—ସୁଧାକର ଷଞ୍ତନାସ୍ତକ 

* ଓଡିଶାରେ ୍ଥାଧୀଜଜା ଆନୋଲନସୁରେନ୍ନ,ନାଅ ପଞନାୟ୍ମକ 

* ଓଡ଼ଶାର ଇଭତିହ୍ବାସ—ସଢ୍ୟନାର୍୍‌ୟ୍ଣ ଗ୍ଵଜଗୁରୁ (ଜନ୍ତ୍ସ୍ଥ) 

× ଓଡ଼ିଆ ସମ୍ଭାଳ ଓ ସାଦ୍ଦ୍ଜ୍ୟ ¬ ୟୁଗଭ ଡକ୍ଷର ମାନସିଂଦ 

* ଓଡ଼ଆ ସାଦୁତ୍ଯର ସଂଷ୍ଷିସ୍ତ ଘରଚସ୍ଟ—ବୃଦ୍ଦାବନ ଆଗ୍ର୍ସ୍ୟ 

* ଓଡ଼ିଆ ସାଦୁଉର ଇଭତହ୍ରାସ ପଣ ତଭ ସୂର୍ଯ୍ୟନାର୍‌ୟ୍ଵଣ ଦାସ 

* ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାକ ଓ ମୂକୁ୍‌ଦଦେବ—ବଭ୍ଳଦତ୍ତ୍‌ ମିଶ୍ର 

ଓ୍ୁଆ ଲ୍‌ି ଓ ଗ୍ଵଷା-ଡକ୍ଷର ଖଗେଣ୍ଟର ମହ୍ରାପାନ୍ଧ 

ଭଜ ୟ୍‌ କାବ୍ଯ ଗ୍ଵବନା¬ଡକ୍‌ଃର ରେଣ୍ୀମ୍ଭାଧବ ପାଡ଼ୀ 
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GCrams : ‘ASBESTOS Phone 3352 


Bharat Asbestos Cements 


Manufacturers of A.C. Fittings 
Industrial Estate Area, BERHAMPUR-760008, Ganjam (Orissa) 


FOR DURABILITY & DECENCY INSIST ON cc ON ARK” A. C. PRODUCTS. 
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WEL-COME TO 


Sri Durga Furniture Works 
( General Order Supplier ) 


Lingaraj Maharana 
Po. BERHAMPUR 
Dist. Ganjam (Orissa) 
St. Regd. No. GAI-3358 
COME, ONCE TRIAL 
SOLICITED 
MAKERS IN ALL KINDS OF WOODEN, PLY, SUNMICA FURNITURES 


UP-TO-DATE STYLE 


Available at reasonable Price 
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Contact Manufacturers 


For CHLORINATED PARAFFIN WAX 


40% and 50% 


M/s Chloro Chem India, 
Industrial Estate, 


BERHAMPUR-8 
Orissa 
Pin-760008 


Gram :-Chloro Chem Phone-2673 
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ଶ୍ରୀ କଗନ୍ତ୍ାଥ ପଦ୍ଯାବଲୀ 
ପ୍ରଥମ୍ଭ ସ୍ତ୍ଗ, ଦୁ ତୀୟ ତ୍କଗ, ଉତ୍ସ ବଗ 
ସମ୍ପାଦଜା : ଉକ୍ତର୍‌ କ୍ଷେନ୍ଦବାର୍ସୀ ନାୟକ 


ଆଧୁନକ କାବ୍ୟ ସାନ୍ରଭରେ 
ପାଶ୍ାତ୍ତୟ ସ୍ରପ୍‌ବ 
ଗବେଷଣା ଗନୁ 
ରଚନା : ଉକ୍ତର୍‌ କ୍ଷେନ୍ବବ୍ରାର୍ସୀ ନାୟ୍ଟକ 
ମାଂ ନ୍ଧଷ୍ରାଦ 
ରଚନା ¦; ରଉ୍ତରଞ୍ଜନ ଦାସ 
ଜନଶ୍ର ଡି କାଞ୍ଚ . କାଚେରୀ 
ରରନା : ଉଲ୍‌ର୍‌ ଗଗନେତ୍ଦ ନାଥ ଦାଶ 
ଓଡ଼ିଆ ସ୍ଵଷାର ରୁପଉ୍ତତ୍ତୁ 
ରରନା ; ଡଲ୍ତର ବେଣୀମାଧବ ପାଢୀ 
ପ୍ରବୀର ବରନ୍ଦ ଗ୍ରେମ କାହାଣୀ 
ଶା ରମାକାନ୍ତ ମିଶ ଏମୁ. ଏ. 


ଅତ୍ତୀଉତର ଛାଇ 
ରରଜା ;: ଅଧାଷକ ମହେଶ୍ବର୍‌ ଦାସ 
ବିଲ୍‌,ସ୍ତ ସମ୍ଥାକଯ 
ରଚନା : ଅଧାପକ୍ ଦିମ୍ବପ ଦାସ 
କସ୍ପୃରୀ ନଦୀର୍‌ ଗ୧ଧ 


ଅଧକ କନମାଳୀ ବାରକ (ସଜାରତତ)] 


ପ୍କଶକ୍ର . 
ପୁସ୍ରକ ଭଣ୍ଡାର 
କ୍ତଦ୍ଧଗୁର୍‌ - ୧ : ବକାଳ୍କାକକାର› କକ - ୬ 
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ଅଧାପକ ସୀତ୍ତାଗ୍‌ମ ମହାପା 
ସମ୍ଭାଲେରଜା ସମ୍ଭାଗେହ 


ଅଧ୍ୟାପକ ଗକ୍ଷେନବବାସୀ ନାସ୍ଟୃକ 
କବ ସାଁଲକ୍ରଣ୍ଡ 


ଅଧାପକ କ୍ରହ୍ଧାନନ୍ଦ ସିଂହ 
ଞିତ୍ଜ୍ୟାସିକ ଗୋରୀନାଥ 
ଜ୍ୁଖସ୍ଟ ନାୟକ 
ଅଧାପକ କ୍ରଷ୍ଣଚତ୍ର ଦାଶ 
ସମ୍ମୀକ୍ଷା ଦର୍ଷଣ 


ଅଧ୍ୟାପକ ବନ୍ଦାକନଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଅଚାର୍ଯ୍ଯ 
ଛଗ୍ଵର୍‌ ଓ ବଛଚବ୍ରରନା 


ଅଧାପକ ଚବିର୍ଵର୍ଗୀଁଚରଣ ଚଜକେନା 
ସମ୍ଭାଲୋଚଜା ସାନ୍୍ଡ଼ାର ବକ୍ାଗଧାର 


ଅଧାପକ ପ୍ରହଲ୍ଲାଦଚରଣ ମହାନ୍ତ 
ଚମ୍ପାର ଭ୍ତଗକ୍ତ୍ତ ପାଠ 
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